
Alan B. White, chairman and CEO of Dallas-based financial services company PlainsCapital 
Corporation, attributes his success to luck—being in the right place at the right time, but those 
closest to the 59-year old entrepreneur say that White makes his own luck. His vision, work ethic 
and talent for recognizing opportunities are the drivers behind his success as an entrepreneur.

White began working at Lubbock National Bank in 1969 while attending Texas Tech. Over the next 
18 years, White worked his way up to president and CEO. Eager to run his own bank, the 37-year 
old White resigned and founded holding company PlainsCapital Corporation in 1987. He then 
raised $16.2 million in cash from 130 stockholders to purchase PlainsCapital Bank in 1988. 

For White, the purchase of the bank, with just one location, $174 million in assets and 100 employees, 
was the beginning of his career as an entrepreneur. As PlainsCapital Bank expanded its Lubbock 
footprint, White looked for opportunities to extend the bank’s service offering beyond traditional 
banking. From 1998 to 2003, White acquired and launched related financial services companies, 
positioning parent-company PlainsCapital Corporation as a one-stop shop for financial services. 

Today, PlainsCapital Corporation and PlainsCapital Bank operate a combined total of more than 83 
locations in 26 states and the Cayman Islands with primary locations in Austin, Dallas, Fort Worth, 
Lubbock and San Antonio. 

Commitment to Community 
White’s tireless commitment to community involvement is also widely known, particularly in 
Lubbock where he continues to maintain a home. Named by the Lubbock Avalanche-Journal as one 
of Lubbock’s Top 100 most influential citizens of the past 100 years, he is a longtime supporter of 
Texas Tech where he has served on the Texas Tech University President’s Council, the Texas Tech 
School of Business Chief Executive’s Roundtable, of which he is founding chairman and member, 
and as chairman of the Texas Tech Board of Regents. He has also served on the Covenant Health 
System Board of Trustees, the Texas Hospital Association Board and as chairman of the Methodist 
Hospital System Board of Trustees.

White’s leadership in the community has been honored in a number of circles. White was named a 
2005 Distinguished Alumnus by the Texas Tech Alumni Association. White was inducted into the 
Texas Tech Athletic Hall of Legacy in 2003. He was named “Outstanding CEO” by the Texas Tech 
College of Business in 2001 and received the 1999 Lauro Cavazos Award from TTU Ex-Student’s 
Association. He was also inducted into the Lubbock Chamber of Commerce Business Hall of Fame 
in 2002 and was voted “Citizen of the Year” by the Chamber in 1995 and named Distinguished 
Alumnus of Leadership Lubbock in 1990. Most recently, he was named as a board member of the 
Cotton Bowl Athletic Association, appointed to the Living Legend Committee for MD Anderson 
Cancer Center and elected to the Super Bowl XLV Host Committee and its Board of Directors. 
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